Judges Study 1
Life In The Promised Land
If God gave you everything you ever wanted, what would you do next?

God has rescued his people, the Israelites, from slavery in Egypt. After 40
years of wandering around in the desert, Joshua has led Israel into God’s
Promised Land. God’s people are now a nation with their own country to live
in and God looking after them. What happens next?
Read Judges 2:6-23
What did Israel do when Joshua was still alive?

How did things change a generation later?

How did Israel treat God?

How would you react if you were in God’s position?

How does God react? (v14-15)
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Are God’s actions fair? Why/why not?

What do the actions of the foreign nations tell us about God’s power?

When Israel is at their lowest point, what does God do? (v18)

Why does God allow all these things to happen?

Judges 2 sets up a pattern that we will see happen over and over again in
the book of Judges. This pattern is called the Judges Spiral.
Fill in the Judges Spiral.
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The Judges Spiral is a scale model of the big picture of the Bible. How does
God deal with the people's sinfulness in the New Testament?

The Spiral is "broken" in the New Testament. Why does the Spiral not
continue after the arrival of Jesus?

If your life was on the Judges Spiral, where would you be? Things are good?
Things are bad? Do you need a saviour? Have you asked God for one?

Pray
Say sorry to God for the times we have rejected him.
Give thanks that God has sent us a saviour - Jesus.
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Judges Study 2
Left Handed Justice
Think of your favourite movies. What are some of your favourite “surprise
twists”? What makes them so memorable/entertaining?

How would you describe the kind of man God would choose to lead his
people? What would his personality be like? What kind of things would he
do?

Read Judges 3:12-30
Who are the Israelites?

Based on what we know about the Israelites, what have they likely done to
deserve punishment?

How does God punish them?

Who is more powerful: the Israelites or the Moabites?
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How does Israel respond to their punishment?

What does the passage tell us about Ehud?

In the days when people carried swords, you would strap your sword to your
side. If you were right handed, your sword would be on your left side. When it
was time to draw your sword, you'd reach across your body to grab your
weapon. Ehud's guards must have been lazy that day as they only checked
his left side for a weapon.
How would you describe Ehud’s interaction with Eglon? Is this how you would
expect God’s chosen one to act?

Why did the servants not enter the King’s room and check on him?

Israel goes on to defeat Moab in battle. Who is responsible for this victory?
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Fill in the Judges Spiral for this passage:
Is Ehud a good example of how God’s people should act?

Why would God choose someone like Ehud to lead Israel?

What does this tell us about God and his faithfulness?

In what ways is Jesus the same/different than Ehud?

How should we respond when we are in times of trouble, like Israel is in this
passage?

Pray
Give thanks that God listens to his people.
Ask God to use you to fulfil his purposes.
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Judges Study 3
Leadership Material
Who should be a leader?

The current Prime Minister of Australia is a woman. Does gender matter in
leadership?

Read Judges 4
Who are the main characters in this story? What role do they play?
Deborah
Barak
Sisera
Jael

Why were the Canaanites able to attack Israel? What do we know about their
army?
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What does God promise Barak in v6-7?

What does Barak say in v8 that changes the plan? Why does God change the
plan?

Is it such a bad thing that Sisera will be handed over to a woman? Does this
make Barak sexist or is there more going on here?

How does the battle go? Who is victorious: Canaan or Israel?

What are the circumstances around Sisera’s death?

How honourable are Jael’s actions?

What does Israel’s victory tell us about God?

Would Israel be victorious without God’s help? How does this passage help
answer this question?
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Some people may say that the Bible is sexist and that women are treated as
second class people. What positive things does this passage say about
women?

What does this passage have to say about men and leadership?

The Bible says that both men and women are created in the image of God.
They are equal, but have different roles to play. Men are encouraged to take
seriously their responsibility to lead. Women are encouraged to support men
in this responsibility.
For the men: In what ways are you to be leaders? Does this mean you can
order women around just because you can? What does godly leadership look
like?

For the women: In what ways can you encourage men to be leaders? Does
this mean you have to do everything a man tells you to do? Is there any place
for women in leadership?

Pray
Give thanks to God for the godly leaders in our lives.
Ask God for the wisdom to follow our leaders and for guidance when we are
in positions of leadership.
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Judges Study 4
Indecision Making
What are some big decisions you have to make in the next year? The next 5
years?

How can you know which decisions fit in with God’s plan for your life?

Read Judges 6:1-16
How bad is the Midianite attack? What did their attack look like?

The angel in v7-10 gives a reason for God’s actions. What have Israel done
and why is it so bad?

What do we find out about Gideon in v11-16?

What makes Gideon a good choice as judge? What makes him a bad choice?

Read Judges 6:36-40
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How does Gideon make a decision?

What does this tell us about Gideon?

Read Judges 7:1-8
How does God choose Gideon’s army?

Why would God make Gideon’s army smaller?

Gideon went to spy on the Midianite camp. While there, he overheard two
soldiers talking about a dream – a dream which predicted that Gideon would
win the battle.
Read Judges 7:15-25
What was Gideon’s battle strategy?

Did God make good on his promise of victory?
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Was Gideon right to test God before making a decision to go into battle?

In what way should Gideon be an example to us when it comes to decision
making?

What are some more appropriate guidelines for godly decision making?

What are some fears you have when making decisions?

Is it possible to make a decision that will wreck God’s plan for this world?

How does God’s action in Judges 6-7 help calm our fears when making
decisions?

Pray
Give thanks that God is in control and that his plans are not dependent on
our decisions.
Ask God for wisdom in making decisions and the courage to make godly life
choices.
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Judges Study 5
We Need A Hero
Describe the perfect action movie hero.

Have you ever been in a situation where someone needed to rescue you?
How did you feel at the time?

Read Judges 13
How is Judges 13 different to what we've read in Judges so far?

What do we know about Manoah and his wife?

What things must Manoah’s son not do?

Why is this significant? (Check out Numbers 6:1-8)

What does this tell us about the kind of man Manoah’s son might be?
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How does Manoah react to this responsibility?

Describe the relationship between Manoah and the angel. How does
Manoah feel about the angel?

Who does Manoah think the angel is before the sacrifice? What about after
the sacrifice?

Does the angel make good on his promise?

What other examples of childless women giving birth can you think of in the
Bible? (There’s more than one!)

Does our knowledge of other childless women giving birth set up any expectations for Samson?

What do you think Samson will do in his life? What should he be doing?

What things do you need saving from?
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What expectations do you have of a saviour? What will they be like? What
things will they do?

Who is your saviour?

Pray
Give thanks that God has seen our need for a saviour.
Ask God for help in recognising his promised saviour and putting our trust in
him.
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Judges Study 6
Man Behaving Badly
Where do you go to find out how to live a good life?

If you were to model yourself after someone (other than Jesus), who would
you pick? Why?

Last study we looked at the birth of Samson. What things do you remember
from that study about Samson?

Read Judges 14:1-4
What kind of woman would you expect a godly leader to marry? What kind of
things should he be looking for in a wife?

Samson wants to marry a Philistine woman. Why is this an issue?

What does v4 tell us about God’s plan for the wedding?

Page 16

Was Samson’s decision was godly?

Read Judges 14:5-20
What does Samson’s eating of the honey tell us about Samson? (Remember
that Samson is a Nazirite – Numbers 6:6-7)

How would you describe Samson’s behaviour around his Philistine “family”?

Do the Philistines treat Samson seriously? What about Samson’s wife?

What is the Spirit of the LORD in v19? Why would God allow Samson to act
this way?

Samson’s rampage continues. It gets to the stage that the Philistines look
like they are going to punish all of Israel. Samson agrees to be tied up and
handed over the Philistines as a prisoner.
Read Judges 15:14-20
What does Samson do to the Philistines?
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How is Samson able to do this?

How does Samson treat God in v18?

Is Samson someone to look up to? What are the reasons for and against?

It could be argued that we are to act just like the “heroes” of the Bible and
follow their example. After reading about Samson (who is considered a
“hero”), how would you respond?

Verse 4 tells us that these events are part of God’s plan. What does the story
of Samson so far tell us about God’s plans for his people?

Pray
Thank God that he uses us, despite our ungodliness.
Ask God for wisdom in choosing godly role models.

Page 18

Judges Study 7
Blind Justice
Have you ever asked God to do something big for you?

What was it? Why did you ask?

Have you ever had the wrong motives for asking God for something?

What do we know about Samson so far?

Read Judges 16:4-9
What do we know about Delilah?

What do the Philistines ask Delilah?

How does Delilah respond to this request?
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What does this tell us about Samson and Delilah’s relationship?

Should Samson trust her?

Twice more Delilah tries to get the secret out of Samson with no results.

Read Judges 16:15-22
How does Delilah get the secret out of Samson?

What is the result of Delilah’s plotting?

Why would God allow this to happen? (Or, on the other hand, why didn’t God
allow this to happen sooner?)

Read Judges 16:23-30
How did the Philistine’s interpret Samson’s capture?
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What is Samson’s motive for asking God for help?

What should his motive have been?

In what way does Samson, in this passage, prepare us for Jesus?

What should our motives for praying be?

What ways can you think of to help you be godly in the way you pray?

Pray
Give thanks to God that he answers prayers.
Ask God for godly hearts when we come to him in prayer.
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Judges Study 8
From Bad To Worse
Warning! The content of this study is not for the squeamish. If this was a
movie, we'd be heading into R rated territory. Discretion is advised for
younger readers.
What's the worst thing that could happen to you?

Is there anything you could do that was too big for God to forgive?

Read Judges 19:1-21
Is the first sentence in verse 1 true? What does this tell us about Israel’s
relationship with God?

What is a Levite? (Check out Numbers 1:47-53 if you’re not sure)

Why is the Levite in Bethlehem?

How does the concubine’s father treat the Levite?
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Why would they not stay the night in the city of Jebus?

How does the hospitality of Gibeah compare to Bethlehem? (v15)

Why would the old man be concerned about the Levite in v20?

Read Judges 19:22-29 ***Warning! Contains very disturbing stuff! ***
How did the town respond to the Levite? (v22)

How did the old man respond to the crowd? What does this tell us about the
severity of the crowds actions? (v23)

How does the Levite respond to the crowd? What does this tell us about the
Levite?

What happened last time an event like this occurred in the Bible? (Gen
19:23-29)
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What happens in Gibeah is incredibly horrific, no matter when or where it occurred. But what is it about the location that makes this worse than the
incident in Genesis?

Who is not mentioned in this passage that we would expect to be mentioned?

When we started looking at Judges, we looked at the Judges Spiral. Where is
the appearance of a Judge in Ch19? Is Israel beyond saving?

Read Judges 21:25
What does this verse tell us about Israel?

What does Judges tell us about the need for a king?

Do we need a king today? Why/why not?

Who is your king?
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Pray
Say sorry to God for the times we think and act sinfully.
Ask God for forgiveness that comes through Jesus.
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